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GenerAL PATTON 15 DEAD
But His Fascist Ipeas Live ON

The most hated man in the American Armies. in Europe, General "01d Blood and Guts"
Patton, better known to the men who suffered under his command, as "Our Blood,
His Guts," died as ingloriously as he had lived, from injuries received in an
automobile accident in occupied Germany. Before his death, the paralysis which
had affected him from the neck up for so neny years, extended from the neck downe.

Commander of the Third U.S. Army which had more casualties than any other Amer-
ican Army in Europe, in Asia, or at any other time or place in American history,
Patton was a roaring, swoaring, fiery, viciou8 brute, ever armed with two pwarl-
handled revolvers which he declared gave him the glamor his' position demanded.

Possibly the wealthiest officer in the Army, "The Grden Hornet" (from a uniform
“he designed for tankers), was ever an ihstrument of the wealthy classcs cni a
vicious enemy of the workers, oppressed minorities and fighters against Fgicicm.
Like many other extremely rich men "Gorgeous Goorgie™ was a vain and conspLcU-.
ously fancy-dressed man, wearing riding breeches with puttess ard somctimss a
needle-pointed Frerch sword. His ‘shiny lacquered hslmet was one of tho oul-
stardirg jokos of tho Eurcpean ware To achievo a higih luster, Patton had sont
doruns cf pickod officers and men to search throughowyt the American-bold areas
in Furopu for the extremely scarce lacquer with whicly he wanted his helmet cov-
eracs A% last report the helmet (really a helmet-linjer) had eighteen {16) coatg
of lacguer m it. BSoldiers declared it could be seen for miles.

Noted as an authority on tanks end map-regding, Bloody Patton was also an ex-
pert on swearing, swanky dress, polo—playipg, blabbing his mouth off about his -
fascist bolicts, retaining in office the very fascists' he was supposed to be
figkt.ng egainst, and slapping, slugging, and mentally browbesting-soldicrs.
Alrcady propagrnda has gone a long way to make it appear Prtton wus « goont
harc comperntle to Pershing. It is a fitting comparisom. Pershing is the same
gesrsl who in World War I demended of Pres. Wilson tha he be permitted to
sextence soldiers in France to execution before a firing squad for its disci-
plir=ry effect on other soldiers.

According to his wife, Patton had a soft nature. He is #aid to have been an
intensely religious man, writer of several hymns and poems which soldiers in
Europe were forced to listen to occasionally. What relettion this so-called
soft nature and religion had to his brutality towards soldiers has not been es-
tablished. Patton's brutality was not confined to sluggini soldiers he theought
ware shirking their duty. More important, throughout hig 1"ilitsry csr.er, ho
was known as a military taskmaster, a martinet of tho worst sort. Fis menval
browbesting of soldiers for the more than 35 yoars of nie mi’itary 1i{35 vus
probably quite a lot worse than any physical beating he uver «dpirnisztoced.

SLUGGING INCILDRXT

Bohind the slapping and slugging inciderts in Sicily there is mor's than has
been oxplained yet. In a Saturday Evoning Post articlo of July 1945 (ovorsoas
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edition), Vincent Sheean declared that Patton "does not believe in battle fa=
tigue or in neurosig. This is his conviction, and no doctor will, ever shake
it«" How tragically wrong Patton was could be measured if we could get a
statistical summary of the thousands upon thousands of psychological casualties
in Patton's Third Army. When Patton visited hospitals he said to the commander?
"I want to ses wounded mon only, real patients only. No battle fatigue end no
neurosis, please." Patton was blind to the destructive effect of prolonged
battle participation on the humen mind. Where capitalism drives people mad,
capitalist war accelerates the process. -

" AIM OF WORLD DOMINATION

Few generals have declared America's aim to dominate the entire world quite as
openly and coolly as Patton.in a speech in spring of 1944 in London: "It is our
destiny to rule the world - we Americans and British." Since Patton's contempt
for the British and British arms was a commonplace, he had come out openly for
American supremacy. When a storm of objections arcse, the War Department de-
‘clared this was Patton's perponal view only (though it is the real view of the
American imperislist governmént). Later Patton instesdd of retracting the state-
ment said that he had boen misquoted and that he should have mentioned the
Russians tcos This was his’ clearost statement of positive political bolisI in
subordinating Britain, the Soviet Union and the rest of the world to American
domination.

The statement Patton made absut Americans showing the Germans by example what

"swell guys" the Americans are is so foolish it does not deserve comment. Am-
.erican imperialisnm's exampld to the starving peoples of Burope and Asia is to
deal with fascists and to kick workers groups out of control of cities and
areas. America in the»eyei{of the. .oppressed of the entire world appears as a
properous giant which is tNp ‘only gountry that has not suffered serious loss in
the war, is living off the'rest-of the world, and using food as a political
weapon to intervene in these starving- countrlea on the side of right-wing
groups.

PATTON WAS PRO-FASCIST.

Tears glistensd in Goneral Patton's eyes as he bade farewell to the Third Army.
"Patton weeps" in Sunday school, says the headline. What a performance. He
cried in church, he cried to his men, he did everything but cry out against
Fasci sme

Under Patton who ruled half of the American occupation zone in Germany, the
American Military Government became known as the "government of interpreters
and mistresses«" Fraternization with Fascists continued on the highest levels;
rank-and-file fascists were employed in the American Military Government and
the German civil organs. In any sense of the word Patton went out of his way
to fraternize with the ideas of these people. Though he defended Fascists in
his occupation district, Patton was not punished: by a fine of $65.~, an offense
for which many soldiers had been punished back in the days fratcrnization with
any Germans, Fascist or non-Fascist, was punishablo.

In his former district, "it is apparent that before Eisenhower's visit (to check
on denazification) Patton had taken little interest in Jewish welfare," said UP
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writer John McDermott on October 2, 1945. This was true throughout the entire
American occupation zone, where Jews were held in concentration campse.

Removal of Gemeral Patton from his occupation post in one of the two Districts
in the U«S. occupation zone signified several important things. Firstly, when
confronted with evidence of an openly pro-fascist orientation on the part of a
ranking general in the Army, higher authorities did nothing more drastic to him
then ghift him to anothor command: Were it an enlisted man he would have heen

" incarcerated for a long number of years for working with the "enemy". The dif-
ference in treatment of this fraternizer with Fascism and the $65.- fine former-
ly meted out to his own men by him is revealing of the ‘double standard of "JUS-
tice" in the army. Secondly, the stink over the pro-Fescist policy of the Amer-
ican Army was so grest as to bring pressure from the President himself that it

~had to be cleaned up to satisfy:public opinion. Patton had %o be sacriflced ,

" to that pPressure as a face~-saving device of the Army and of EQSenhower. A ‘con-
venient goal, he had volunteer¢d for the role by open protection of Fascists.
Thus Eisonhowor though forced to admit thoe de-nazification dirgctives (aesigned

“to reomove Fescisgts from offloe) were not being carried out, was enabled to shift
a good moasure of public objection onto Patton, who was not 80 umch a causc as
a creature of Americen policys.. »

Reactlon of many soldiers to Patton's pro-F&scist statements and actions was to
think him insane. But Pajton was not clinizally 1ﬁsane, or at least his state-
ments and actious are ent irely explicable by other causes than imsanity.

STATE'HEPARTMENT SUPPORTS FXSCISM

Policy of the Unlted States government in Genmany wag to permit Fasc1sts to run
whole sections of the okcupied areas. Patton.agreed w1th this. Policy was tto
prevent the German masges from running the country ; to dissolve workers' or-
ganizations which had firisen in many cities, thereby:brushing the German workers
revolution. Patton agreed with this. If 1nsan1ty is present, then the entire
UeSs State Department which laid down the pro-fascist policy is insane. But
this is a manifest absurdity. L

l
When Patton took over his new job of wr1t1ng the tactical history of the war
in Burope, it was seid that if ho mppliscd himself diligently to his new studies
he might find out whet he hed boen fighting against. The comment is erroneous
for the anti-workor and pro-fascist sctions of the genecrsls end thc State Dew
partment acting fopr thc ontire U.S. Governmont are cvidonced by thoir deals
with Fascistse Pa%ion was in no wise involved in the deals with Vichy-Fascism,
with Darlan in North Africe, with Badoglio in Italy and in hiring of Fascists
in Germany. Whereas the State Department strove to conceal its pro-Fascist and
anti-worker appronch, Patton stated openly that Fascism and its stooges were
acceptable under his supervision. Military expediency, offered as the reason
for supporting Dr.rlan, Badoglio and the Germen fascigts, °~ continued support
of the former fa:scist "enemy" mgainst the workers of Germany turns out to be
not expediency at all but & basic right-wing orientatfon of the U.S. Government.

PATTON NO ISOLATED CASE

What Patton was driving at in his various statements was that you either deal
with establigl.ed right wing elements or you will have commanism on your hands e
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And Patton as a spokesman for capitalism vrefers fascists to communists. He
was ¢hargsd with having this view in North Africa where he is said to have en-
tertained meny Vichy Fascist elements in a villa he ran for a while. Fatton

by and lerge gave expression to an attituds and an approach which is fundement-
ally the same for all high ranking American Army officers who prefer Fascists-

to workerss

Thus the propaganda of the Army during the war is receiving a ruthless kick in
the ‘pants -« by tho Army itsclf. When the Army gave "a clcen bill of health"
to! Haushofor, tho G2.man goopolitician whom they had formerly held responsible
for many of tnc Nazi thoories, they sliced off snother part of the mask of pro-
pnganda thoy aad urcd during tho ware In Japen General Eichelberger said the
infamous Japanese !.eheral.Doihara’ ("the Lawrence of Mﬁndhuria") was "courteous
and ‘cooperative." Patfon: is in goed company. “any generals have stumbled over
"courteous and cooperative" Fascisis and have given them a "clean bill of health!

The pro-fascism of the geverals was furthér evidonce %hat the American Army
avérseasiis an open enemy of.thé German workers and sz open supporter of right
wing snd fascist groubsﬁéhd:iﬁéiiiduals and idea§s - . Destruction of fascism was
not an aim of the Ameéricen Armies which supposedly had been fighting for the
four freedomss Destruction of workers groups in @»rmany was the real meaning:
of unconditional surrender policy that refused to permit workers to rulees

[}

Patton and the other generals iljustfated the fundameutal social fact that mil-
itsry dictatorial practices appiied to civil life are. virtually Fascism. They
carnot be other since by nature and structure, the Amevican Army is a total
dictatorship, run from the top, with the mass.on the bnttom completely excluded
foom any kind of control. Patton was an unofficial spokesman of the real fas-
cist views of top generalss . O R T T

Essentially Patton exposed the military mind at its worst, how irresponsible it
i85 how totally removed from =any control by the¢ mass of soldiers who are under.
the dictrtorship of these brutes: In a . government which procleims itsolf e de-
meeracy, Patton could make repoated . pro-fascist statomonts end Bet awny with
it, for tho gemersls rgroed end socrctly backod hims | When heo was shifted from’
the Third Army to the paper 15th Amy, the big brass thercby decided thet'hs
wes still fit to command soldierse. To retain him in comm w3d efiler his fascist
uiterances and. actions, end proofs of incompetexncy, to com:-rd asything or any-
body, not even his own tongue, afteér his driving of soidiers until theiv casu-
alty rate rose far above that of any other American Army - %Mhis rebention show-
ed the Generals backed this man. : '

General Truscott who replaced Patton ordered sclliers to re cve the uncomfort-
avis nelrss liners -which Pathon had brutolly forsed tiiem to veev at &ll imes
for'dis-ipiinafy effsct (except in bed or under. roctay. Wicu -Genzral Truscott
snid Thaers 15 no finef'sélﬁier alive or d:ad - he is undovbi Ny The Outgtand-
ing Latile  leacer of this war," he showed thav the entiry poiut of YallouTe
rezoval had not boen impreused on his mind. But hew could a Gopreral dicagree
with Patton's pro-fascist crienmtation?! | ’ ‘

DID PATTON UNDERSTAND WAR!

The boast is made thn*t Potton undsrstood war. But on October 12, 1915, Patton
declared that there will be more wars and that we huve .to be armed znd ready
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for them. FKe expleined thet after previbus wars and this one too "we have been
incuced as £ nation o subscribe to the doctrine thet ir‘weakness thers is
strength, that you prevent wars by disarming - just as you prevert firee by
abolishing the fire cepartmont.”

Like other generals he hides the fact that you abolish wars not by abolishing
the moans or tools of war but by abolishing the causc¢ of wer - capitalisme Si-
m1¢ar1y fires are prcvented not by abolishirg the £ s Gfepartment, bui by erect-
ing fireproof structures. Disarmament of the capitelist ruvlers zund arming of

the workers will mean the abolition of capitalism and its wears.

To Patton wars arsg not a "sat of logical tirsumstances" but iavariably are pro-
duced, “through ths e”forts of a few urbalanced puople vho “piav on tie meny
by exploi ting thwartud ambitions and emotiors ¢l evarice." Where he said war
does not drive msn insane, Fattom now says Inswnity creates wer!l

Reduction of war to the mcves of undalasced ‘individuals is ludicrous since wars
are explzined by science on s6cial not iadividval sauses. Whers Patton doss
not urderstand medical sfience on reurcsis, he misurdarstands social scistce

on causes 07 war. And this is the mun selected to write a tactlcat hlSEO”y

of the war in Europe-

To @ Sunday school ~luwss, this general in tears (again) declared that “thers
always would. be wars' =nd infamed the children that they were the “"nurses and
soldiers” of the neut war. The generals refuse to see that wers can bu diivun
from the face of the planet by dostroying capitalisme

WILL GENERALS BE UNEMPLCYED?

Whon tho Japanoso kurrender ceme, instoad of boing glad or relieved that the
shooting was over, Pation deciergd, "I gucss I'm out of & job - unampioysde I
am a fighting gerwcral and the nation wor'+t have ey necd for me nny wore."

For men of this  fascist stripe, the masscs of Amorica heve no nced.

To the famed a%omic scientist, Nils Bohr, Fatton is said to hevs remarked that
the atomic remearch had put him out of & job- Before the develapmert nf u2isznce
Patton stands revealed as a Blutbering.foci end niacomnoop. It is tronic to
see the dilemma of the big genecrals wno facl thay ave out of e job noy that
wost of the mass killisig of rewnd two is over, ncw that the aicivdic bows s
reduced tho ruthless lveder of meu “who a rether brotar waipcracler compared
to the moro ruthless, nors gexcly and iafinitely more acdientifis, > erisg aad
lethal weapon of tha atuwl:z beoube The experierzod ithug feels losts Yol as
long as there is caditziism thereg will be mcre Paticns.
I

SUGGESTED EPITAPH ,
As an epitaph for Patton's grave ia Luxexbourrg, it is suggested that we usa
these bief words of Pahton's in a steech to scldiers of theu 2Wth Duviel 21 cf the
3rd U«S. Army before Chrisimas 1944 whon the orsisught against Mois, ona of the
citadels of western Csrm:y, wes aboui io %agiaid
"I am goine, to take Meha v Ghriatmes i1f it cosus two truckloads
z—-TES Trom cach dead soldier only ore of Mis twe dogtags is romcy
back for casualty records).
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To vicous killers of the Patton broed, warkers and soldiers roer back their

defiances .
You plan the wars, you masters of men. Plan the wars and point the way. But

we will point the gun.

READ AND SUBSCRIBE TO

THE FIGHTING WORKER

Popular Organ of the REVOLUTIONARY WORKEHS IEAGUE, UeSeAe

hffiliated to the INTERNATIONAL CONTACT COMMISSION

The Fighting Worker contains popular enalysis of national and
internaticnal events; featured articles on ecimomics; and
interesting colums of coment.

Subscription rates are $1.00 a year. Single copies 5¢

Bundle orders of 10 or more s,ent‘,to you postage pa'id at the
rate of 1 ¢ a copy. SPREAD THE FIGHTING WORKBR! .

Order from DEMOS PRESS, 708 N. Clark St., Chitago, Ills
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LerT WinG FicHTs AT
SHIFFUILDERS C ONVENTION

ATLANTIC CITY, M.J. Jen 12, 1946 - The stormicst coaventicn in the Shipyard
workers history ended today with the roactionary Green machine completely in
control of the National unicn. The Industri=l Union of Marine and Ship-
building Workers - CIO is s%ill seddlod with Industry-Goverument-Labor-
Shipbuilding Staebilizetion mnd the nc-strike pledge. Unicn demncracy was
snashed by goom squads, stern roller tactics snd the seating cf illegal,
hendpicked del@gations. ‘

At this convention the 'renk and file wrs sold out by the top leadership
_on every question. There was no stnnd taken on wages. Discussion from the
floor on the wege cuestion ﬁns limited to two hours in a 6 dey convention
irvolving a- thousand deleg: tes. .The roport. of the wagc policy committese
which hrd no Wago offer frbr the war profits swollen companies was tabled

to the incoming Gener=l Executive Bomrd. After lengthy conferences with

the bosses amd government jegents all that the delegates had wes & "feeler
reconmendatlon by the govwrnmont to glve 10%-

) rosolutlon to repuel the no-strlke rledge was ruled out of order by
Vice-Preosident Grogen oL the grounds that the wege poliey had been tabled to
the Genoral Executive B Jerd. The res. olutlon copmittee tlhen reported out a
resclution calling for A lebor court, in other words, forced arbitration.
This met the most v1ole$u protests from the floore Forced. arbitration was
such en obvious betrayal of the resl ‘policy of this pncney convontion leeder=
ship thet Green took thye rostrum esking its "referral to cormittec

Two constitution mmendments to democratize the union were disposed of
with typical Tammeny tmcticse Tho progressive and militsnt elements demanded
an ond to irticle 3, Section 3, the so-called enti-red clruse and were mot
by the most vicious rsd-baiting on any union” floors They further demended &
Gonoral Exccutive Boamd opon trisl.befofe eny Local could lose its autonomy.
This is thc one weapom ngeinst the renk and file that the burocrecy COUIQ
not part with, and thgy didn' t. .

hs a result of tre gocn tactics and "fest" counts on voting a number of
fights were precipitafoc on the convention floor. On cne cccasion as e result
~of a "fast" count the convention recessed withcut motice rnd Grocn hed to be
escorted by 20 of his heavy boys out of the.convention hnlle

Charactoristic f the sentiments of the rank r~nd file wes the mild rp-
plause afforded Groewm's opening speech, followed by the wilc oveticn givon
Phil Van Goldere. Vam Gelder questioned the victory ovor fascism in tho ware
He endorsecd the mili*tant fight of the seérvicemen for domocratic rig +s. Ho
attacked the anarchy' of so-callod free ontorprise -~ and called for procduction
for use. and not for private. profit. While he didn't endotse a Stalinist posi=-
tion as he did in the past on meny occasicns ho didn't take & clear cut work-
ing class position ®n the attainment of these socialist cbjectivis. The
implications of his spoech were more radical and in keeping with the times
than any stand tekerh thus far by any other CIO leader. This is what appealed
to really wide-awakip rank and filers at the convention. :
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A progrossive group -spearheaded by delegations from large locals at
Todds Brooklyn and Sun Ship, Choster, Pae, orgenized end condicted a
fight for strike action, wages and union: democracy. They wers wgll or=-
genized and presented this program on the breis of specific conditions .
in the industry. The progressive group while it includes Stalinist and
opportunist elomonts was by no means dominatod by thems The Workers
* Party (Max Schachtmen) took a "purist" position in their paper, Lebor
Actlon, refusing to have anything to do with a progressive group contain-
ing Strlinistse Their main emphesis on the Labor Party and *their anti-
Stelinist rather than anti-capitalist oriontation cut them off from e \
real understanding and participation as a group in this fight. They posed
the question of Stalinists versus Administration forces and advisad thelr
forces that thoy could gain most by supporting 'the administrations

Thore arc many things that the progressiva group is uncigar on and
there are mahy unhealthy férces contained in the progressive iroup that will
be sloughed off in the cnu&se of tho battle in the sh1pbu11d1 I industry.

In spite of our nol;tlcal cr1t1c1sm, the Flohtlng Worker elccmes
the crention of a broad united pregressive group in the IUMSW.i4CIO to clean
houses To be cffectivo: the progressive Jroup must romch in to bvery local
even those controlled Ly A«CeTsUs and Chrlstlan Feont elements %nd create
a discussion cn the vital issucs in the unions Tho pro"resalve‘group cen-
not confine its strugg;le within the "legal" framework of Green'si machines
In every pert whero 4here are progressive locals remk and file dglegations
should esteblish port councils including all weterfyont unions ragnrdlesa
of affiliation = NeM.U., SeUePs, SeI.Us, I.L.ks, Digtrict 50 and Indbpen-
dents, for joint action against the Steamshlp'Companies and Shipbuilding
Companiese In this manner the program of tho prowreﬂslve group can begin
in life and offsot the manipuletions of all top burocratss The interest
- of all waterfrout workers and seamen are the same end they must unite °
across jurisdietional linose

Tho progressive group is enthusiastic about post=war plahning discuag-
sion, moro g0 than any other group in the industry. o only approach in
this doclining industry where "roconversion" talk is joke is on tho basis
of a domand for nationalizetion of shipping and shipbuflding under workers
controle The whole industry in governmont subsidized #nd it is silly to
talk of "privete" enterprises

In the desp south along the soaboard a number of focals have elready
struck and rocéivaed 17%¢ epn hour with e provision that &f thexo is a further
industry pay raise they will pgive it tooe Green delibaratoly concealed
those facts from the mombershipe It is ombarraassing to Green for the north
to got $1.20 tops while the doep southern mechanic recc:ives $le374g.

‘ The convention has the usual 1lip service against cigcrimination simul-

taneously with a lot of undercover Jow=baiting =nd Nepro&baiting. Green
received a CIO awarc fecr his "fight" magminst discriminetdon. Treatmont of
two negroes illustrates this vory well. Carter, a typicsil "Uncle Tom"
according to all Negro delegatos, was kept on the Generel| Exocutive Board
while Watson, a capable ahd.militant crgzanizor, was firec™ because he ettend-
od the convontion as rn elected delegnte of his local.

L.



